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‘Tim Simons Field’ honors CUSD icon
Naming ceremony Aug. 23 at Clovis High season opener

He’s a coaching legend in the local football community, has been inducted into four area Athletic Hall of Fames, and now will have the turf where it all began named in his honor. This Friday, Aug. 23, in a pre-game celebration, the Clovis High Cougars will unveil a sign announcing Lamonica Stadium’s field as “Tim Simons Field.” 
Coach Simons will be on hand as will members of the Cougars’ 1974 football team – the first to play on the field 50 years ago – in honor of this momentous occasion. “This is quite a shock,” said Simons when he first learned of the CUSD Governing Board’s decision to name the field after him. “I can remember the first game we played at [the then new] Lamonica Stadium … and we won!” he said. “This is such an honor.”
Simons has an unparalleled career spanning nearly 45 years of Clovis Unified’s athletic history. He was a longtime coach at Clovis High and later helped begin the football program at Clovis North High. He has led teams to five CIF Central Section Championships, nine CIF Championship appearances, 12 Conference Championships, and dozens of other coaching, teaching, and athletic accolades.
Said Clovis High Principal Matthew Lucas: “Coach Simons characterizes the high standards and core philosophy of teaching students to ‘win with class and lose with dignity.’ His professional expertise, personal character and his humility have shaped thousands of our community’s youth into great citizens.”

WHAT:	“Tim Simons Field” Naming Ceremony

WHERE:	Lamonica Stadium, on the Clovis High School Campus
	1055 Fowler Ave., Clovis

WHEN:	Friday, Aug. 23 
	6 p.m. – Tailgate celebration under the scoreboard (Not for public announcement; by invitation only. Media may attend for b-roll and interview opportunities.)
7 p.m. – Naming Ceremony on the field featuring Coach Tim Simons and members of the 1974 CHS football team. A permanent sign on the scoreboard bearing the name will be unveiled.
7:30 p.m. – Clovis High football season-opener against Central Valley Christian

CONTACT:	CUSD Chief Communications Officer Kelly Avants, 327-9092, kellyavants@cusd.com
	CHS Principal Matthew Lucas, 327-1000, matthewlucas@cusd.com

Note:	Lamonica Stadium is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. The stadium is named after former Clovis High player turned Superbowl champion Daryle Lamonica.
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